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Born and Karsed 1n Volcano

T have been Surrounded éy the rich cultural and

nadural resources of Wacoa " Volcanoces Nadional Park for ry

| entire life. The Hawaian culture ;s centered on our nadural
surroundings. Everything £from re//ﬂfon to politics involves
Some level of the nederal emvironmert.

As a child we wert on a Jot of different Zrails o
Zhe coast and the prowrtan within the par,é. On rmary of
these hikes, an elder would tell a story or point out the
importance of different plants or animals o Hawawians. L

| remember when hula hala would gather plapts Fror 2he
forest for performances. There are a lot of Zraditional Cand wfere T am in the "o )l
park) rules aboud when you can Jharvest that ads in the
SL(SZ‘al‘naé//ffy of the different nadural resources.

I have always bnowon that I wanted o 3/\/3 back to _ ” \
1y communty and help rty nadive pecple. I would hae never ' - :
3&(85580/ ¢hat I wowld have that offorz‘anfz‘y n Z“/7e place

| 7 feel/ s0 5z‘ron3/y diached to. One of the par(/ S marn
piSSions 1S Co proz‘ecf nadural and cwltural resources, and
iZ gives me 3reaz‘ pride o be a small part oF that rusSion.

| T work with the NPS Tnventory and Monitoring Program Zo
collect data on the p/dniS in the paré The data can be wused
to show what types of invasive p/anz‘s are Z‘/]reaien/‘ng Zhe

| native plant populadions, and which managemenz‘ practices are
corking well. Monitoring data 15 /‘M/ﬂorfanz‘ o wunderstand the \\
health of the forest and other plant communities over Tire.

This is the most e{z/'oyaé/e and recoarding Joﬁ ¢hat T have ever had. 7 he d’oé has Laken
e 2o remote areas and allovwed me to withess, Arsthand, hoeo detrimental imasive plant
Species can be 1o a nalive forest. lLast season we worked in the Ié/ala, Nahwke, and east

| rif? areas. The ‘DOla'a wet Forest has inwasive woeeds such as pals grass, Stracoberry gUava,
and Himalayan raspberry that dominde cerlan areas. This season we &re working in Kaheke
From the pasture land wp Zo the subalpine areas. The Kahuku wet forest /s dorunaled

| 4y native species such as kdlea, pilo, Kdwa ‘w, and ‘Shi'a. I is exciting o See an area
donrynaded Ay nadive p/anz‘é. We have alSo Seen Some rare and endanﬁerec/ Spec/e\S in Kahuke.

One of the 5/33»355 threats o the native forest in Kaheke is Fferal ang/a/ates /ike

i piﬁs and sheep. The forest Aas a rich diversity of” native plants in the cancpy (older/Zaller
trees), but has a proé/em with rejeneraz‘/on, There are hardly any native Seedl/ings dute Zo
Foraging and trampling by the sheep and pigs. Without new nadive plants to swucceed the

|| carrent cancpy, invasive plants could take over Tthe forest. Carreni/y, Zhere IS a 513 efFort
o elirunade the Sheep Srom the Kahuku area. T he p/anf Monl’forfng data we collect can
help Zhe par(/ Zo deterrine if Chis Sheep removal effort i1s woré/nﬁ well.

T has been a 3re.az‘ hlonor Co be able to beild on sy skills and énow/ea/je ad Hacoa D
Volcanoes Nationa/ par(’ T have had the pleasitre of” wor,é/ng with Sorme 3reaz‘ 5/0/03/51‘5
2had shoeoed e different iec/’)n/?z/(e\s n /denz‘/fy/ng wnknowon 5pec/e§. /V/y poo/ of ,énoa)/ea/ge
has grown Zremendously 2hanks o ry coworkers, and I have been able Lo groww as a

Il person as we share perSona/ experiences and i1deas. I have Jecpned So much From 1y elders
and r1y coworkers i/)fodg/] 2he years, but there IS much more Zo learn. I hope Zo be a
part of proiecz‘/ng 2he resowurces in A1 éac,@/ara’ for many more years to come.

-D. "Koa" 40.)0/73, NPS Biotechnician

at ages 6 and 2¢.
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